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Hillside Presbyterian Church 
 
 

January 5, 2020 
 

Preacher: Rev. Sylvia Wilson             Liturgist: Rev. Robert Howell 
Music Director: Ms. Bernice Hall 

 
This is the final Sunday in the Christmas Season spanning Advent 1 through January 6 (Epiphany/The 12th day of 
Christmas). Epiphany commemorates the magi, the Three Wise Kings, who brought gifts to Jesus. Additionally, 

the “holiday” season may also include Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and other religious/cultural celebrations. 
 

LET US APPROACH GOD 
 

 (“*” Indicates those who are able will stand; “####” Indicates Ushers will seat persons arriving late)  
 
PRELUDE        Gesu Bambino         Organist 
  
CHIMING OF THE HOUR                       
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLES AND PROCESSIONAL             
 
INTROIT         Welcome Into This Place      Chancel Choir 
 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Please remain seated)      Rev. Robert Howell  
L: Arise, shine! Your light has come. 
P: The glory of the Lord shines like the sun. 
L: Behold, the nations have come to witness God’s light. 
P: Kings have come to behold Christ’s brightness. 
L: Lift up your eyes and look around. 
P: Arise, shine! Your light has come. 
#### 
 
*OPENING HYMN (Please stand)    Joy To The World!             (No. 40, PH) 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESION                      
L: When the Lord comes, He will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and 
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore, in the light of Christ let us confess our 
sins. 
  
 



*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Please stand) 
L: Eternal God, following only a star in the sky, kings of old left their families and 
their lands to find a child whose birth was so profound, it was proclaimed in the 
heavens above. When we would rather sit comfortably in our homes than make 
spiritual pilgrimages of our own, clothe our feet of clay in walking shoes and send us 
on our way. At this season of light, help us shin your light in the darkness to honor 
the King of kings. Open our shut-up hearts to those in need, that the gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh might not be the last gifts offered to the one who brings 
light into our lives. Amen. 

(A time for quiet, personal confession) 
 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
L: The power that brought light and salvation to the kings of old is at work in the world 
today, granting eternal life to those who turn to God. 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE            Glory to God…               Choir/Congregation 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Signing Attendance Register)     Rev. Robert Howell  
 
ACKNOWLEDGING JANUARY BIRTHDAYS            Rev. Wilson 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
#### 
 

LET US LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                Sarah Vaughan 
              
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   
L: Gracious God, as we hear your Word, grant us the courage to follow Christ’s natal 
star, wherever your light would lead us. 
 
OLD TESTAMNT LESSON   Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14    (pg. 504-505) 
 
SONG OF INSPIRATION      Behold The Star        Chancel Choir 
#### 
 



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON          Matthew 2:1-12    (pg. 1-2) 
 
SERMON      And Still They Come 
 
*UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)       (pg. 14, PH) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

LET US RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  
 (Please come forward if you would like to receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior, become a member of Hillside, 

or rededicate your life to Christ.  You can also speak to the pastor or an Elder after the service.) 
 
*INVITATIONAL HYMN       We Offer Christ         (No. 355, AAHH) 
 
GIVING OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS AND PLEDGES 
 
OFFERTORY          Jazz Alleluia               Chancel Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY            Praise God from Whom…(No. 592, PH)       Choir/Congregation                 
    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                                           Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 
  Communion is by Intinction. Ushers will guide rows forward. 

Take bread - dip it in wine or juice – and eat before returning to your seat.  
Those with limited mobility may remain seated. 

 
 
 



INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God…. 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 

We lift them up to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Minister: All honor and praise be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, ever-
living God through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord … Therefore, with all the angels 
of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn 
of praise: 

[ALL SING]  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Host, 
   Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
   Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High. Amen. 
 

Minister: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom you have revealed 
yourself, our light and our salvation. You sent a star to guide wise men to where the 
Christ was born; and in your signs and witnesses, in every age and through all the world, 
you have led your people from far places to his light… we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 [ALL SING]  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Ever Present God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of 
bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for 
the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 
the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 



Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 
glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 
Elders serving Communion may approach the Table: 

Alice Moore, Deloris Bryant-Booker, Doug Kinsey, and Rosalind McIntyre 
 

THE BREAD AND CUP SHARED  
(Juice in the Silver cup. Wine in the Gold cup. Tortillas are Gluten free.) 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ      (No. 514, PH) 

       O Come, Let Us Adore Him        (No. 173, AAHH) 
  

UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We have been fed, Holy One, by your presence. We have been led, Eternal One, by 
your light. May we bask in this glow now and forevermore. And may we lead others 
to you.  Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN Jesus, The Light Of The World (Walk In The Light) (No. 217, AAHH) 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
L: Follow the kings of old in search of God’s Son. 
P: We go with the promise of new life in Christ. 
L: Follow the magi in search of meaning and purpose. 
P: We go with the promise of new life in Christ. 
            
*RESPONSE                   Threefold Amen                    (No. 646, AAHH) 
 
POSTLUDE   Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing (Sicilian Melody)     Organist 

 
{All are welcome to refreshments in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service.} 

 
THE WORSHIP CONTINUES THROUGH OUR LOVE AND SERVICE 

 
Ushers: Ralph Sims, Castell Jackson, Terry Brantley, and Robert Rounsaville, Jr. 

Media Specialist: Justin Killings 
 

◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘ 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(Bulletin Submission Deadline: Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m.; CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 
(Announcements less than 4 sentences, please. Longer ones will be included in the newsletter). 

 
PLEASE BE COURTEOUS – Silence any audible devices. 
 
THE ATTENDANCE REGISTER – Is at the end of each pew. Please sign. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE – To save trees and space in the bulletin, the insert you have with 
Birthdays, Committee information and the Prayer List will be distributed once a month 
with extras in the Narthex. New names will be cited in the bulletin each week. 
 
FLOWERS 
The flowers in the chancel today are given by Stephen Lewis, to the glory of God and in 
loving memory of his father, William Lewis 
 
2020 BUDGET DISTRIBUTION 
Session has approved the church budget for 2020 and it will be provided to members 
today – for information only. 
 
NEW MEMBERS CLASS  
Calling new members, prospective members, and those wanting more information about 
Hillside and becoming a disciple of Christ! Join us on Sundays, January 12 to February 9, 
9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. in the Parlor. 
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Annual Congregational meeting will be held immediately after worship on January 
28.  
 
SAVE THE DATE 
Hunger Walk, Sunday, March 15, 2020.  
 
FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP 
The 2020 Flower Chart is posted in the usual place.  Thanks for your patience. 
 
AA MEETINGS: Monday – Friday, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., in room 4 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of Hillside Presbyterian Church is that of the church universal: to advance the gospel of 
Jesus Christ for the salvation of humankind. We are committed to being an inclusive, intergenerational 
church by creating a caring, Christian community. Hillside reaches out to diverse ethnic and religious 
groups in our community and beyond to foster a better understanding of all people. We are a servant 
people, responding to those in need, doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. 
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